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The American Rescue Plan (ARP) is the $1.9 trillion stimulus passed in March 2021. I
testified at that time regarding the plan and argued that:

» The architecture of the plan is largely divorced from the roots of the recession
and headwinds to the recovery, and - at best - it will be costly, inefficient, and
ineffective;

» The scale and composition of the plan is at odds with the stated goals for
economic stimulus toward full employment; and

» A large number of the elements of the plan can only be understood as long-
standing and permanent political objectives that are inappropriately advertised as
a response to COVID-19.

Nevertheless, Congress went ahead and President Biden signed it into law, sparking the
rapid inflation that plagues us to this day. That will be its primary legacy, something that
will surely come up on Thursday when I testify before the House of Representatives on the
topic of inflation and whether it was preventable.

But that is not its only legacy. We now know from here and here that Northampton,
Massachusetts is spending $20,000 for four manhole covers paying tribute to the Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles (TMNT). Evidently TMNT was the brainchild of two cartoonists living
in Northampton when their moment of inspiration arrived. (Technically, the $20,000 is for
“Funding to invigorate downtown arts by integrating public art tribute to the Northampton
born Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles into Main St redesign with 4 custom manhole covers.”)
This is part of the documentation of the $4 million in spending (including “Funding to
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https://www.americanactionforum.org/testimony/reflections-on-the-american-rescue-plan/?utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=3299636176-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_07_27_02_50_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-3299636176-292238293&utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-
https://riponsociety.org/article/taming-inflation-what-policymakers-can-and-should-do/?utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-
https://riponsociety.org/article/taming-inflation-what-policymakers-can-and-should-do/?utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/video/massachusetts-town-to-use-some-covid-recovery-money-for-ninja-turtles-manhole-covers/?utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-
https://www.wmur.com/article/manhole-covers-teenage-mutant-ninja-turtles-city/43145369?utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-
https://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/21499/ARPA-Awards?utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-

support expanded operations for museum for Anchor House of Artists work by artists living
with neurodiverse states” - no clue what that means) under the law.

Now inquiring minds are probably quickly dividing $20,000 by four (answer: $5,000) and
quickly going to their favorite manhole-cover-shopping site, whether it be top-selling
manhole covers that feature 24-hour shipping (“when I need a manhole cover, I NEED a
manhole cover”) or places that offer three-day returns (“I didn’t want Leonardo; I wanted
Raphael”). In either event, the key is that manhole covers run in the $1,000 to $1,500 range
(or less). What a legacy
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https://vodaland-usa.com/collections/manhole-covers?cmp_id=15898318536&adg_id=133526492138&kwd=manhole%20cover&device=c&utm_source=google&utm_term=manhole%20cover&utm_campaign=15898318536&utm_content=133526492138&utm_medium=cpc&gclid=CjwKCAiAu5agBhBzEiwAdiR5tMYNGcGw340y-72SgcSZxizHB7HutZwVtZ1NFBSpS6V0B5THjyxnoxoCkqgQAvD_BwE&utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-
https://vodaland-usa.com/collections/manhole-covers?cmp_id=15898318536&adg_id=133526492138&kwd=manhole%20cover&device=c&utm_source=google&utm_term=manhole%20cover&utm_campaign=15898318536&utm_content=133526492138&utm_medium=cpc&gclid=CjwKCAiAu5agBhBzEiwAdiR5tMYNGcGw340y-72SgcSZxizHB7HutZwVtZ1NFBSpS6V0B5THjyxnoxoCkqgQAvD_BwE&utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-
https://manholecoversdirect.com/product/round-manhole-covers-and-frames-base-flange-frame/?attribute_cover-diameter=30%22+Round&attribute_cover-style=Bolt+down+with+gasket+(water+tight)&attribute_frame-depth=8%22+Deep&network=g&device=c&keyword=&campaign=13079806290&adgroup=pla-297220833041&gclid=CjwKCAiAu5agBhBzEiwAdiR5tLINC3rnbuQFxw8yhMm5B62QkNDHOWjlReLDp6jWqwfdUeV1DsCYBhoCsSoQAvD_BwE&utm_source=American+Action+Forum+Emails&utm_campaign=9db1da3b5d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_19_05_40_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_64783a8335-9db1da3b5d-

