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As everyone knows, September 6 was National Fight Procrastination Day, so perhaps it was
the impending embarrassment that prompted the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
to issue its Spring (a tiny bit of emphasis added) Unified Agenda of Regulatory and
Deregulatory Activities this past week. (OMB also issued the Mid-Session Review of the
Budget on September 5. Its due date was July 15, so rushing it out probably made them feel
even better. See Jordan Haring’s review here.)

Back to the Unified Agenda, which Dan Goldbeck explores in detail. The basic data are
summarized in the table (below), which is reproduced from Goldeck’s insight. As he puts it:

The most interesting dynamic in these Spring 2025 totals is the divergence in trends
between “active” and “long-term” actions. The figures from the former, across all
associated categories, are relatively middle-of-the-road compared to the past decade’s
worth of Spring UA data. The latter category (long-term actions), however, reaches the
highest levels seen over this period. It is difficult to immediately discern what caused
this “long-term” action spike.

https://www.americanactionforum.org/insight/ombs-fy-2026-mid-session-review/
https://www.americanactionforum.org/insight/the-trump-administrations-spring-2025-unified-agenda-of-regulatory-and-deregulatory-actions/
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The other interesting feature of the data is the mix of regulatory and deregulatory activities.
As readers will recall, the president employed a “1 in, 2 out” strategy during his first term in
office.  This time around, he promised “1 in, 10 out.” As Goldbeck summarizes the data:

As somewhat expected, the trends in the data included point to a focus on deregulatory

https://www.americanactionforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Screenshot-2025-09-11-145310.png
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actions during the first couple of years with most of the “regulatory” items coming
down the pike later in the term. Such a dynamic seems to align with the results seen
during the first Trump term. This UA also suggests that, despite this near-term
prioritization of deregulatory efforts, agencies will struggle to meet President Trump’s
vaunted “10-to-1” goal – at least within the realm of fully realized, substantive
rulemakings.

Eakinomics has been baffled by the slow start to the Trump 2.0 deregulatory agenda.
Perhaps the arrival of the Unified Agenda indicates the administration’s intention to pick up
the pace

https://www.americanactionforum.org/insight/the-legacy-of-the-regulatory-budget/

