
AMERICANACTIONFORUM.ORG
Page 1 of 1

Insight

A Fast Start to Regulatory Burdens
SAM BATKINS | MAY 1, 2014

In the first four month of this year, the federal government has published $56.4 billion in
regulatory costs. The nation is now on track for $169 billion in regulatory burdens this year,
or $57 billion more than 2013. On an annualized basis, the federal government has already
published more than $10.3 billion in costs, putting the nation on pace for $31 billion in
burdens for 2014, or 78 percent more than 2013.

In the first few days of this week, regulators published an astounding $23 billion in
regulatory costs, or $2.3 billion on an annualized basis. Before EPA published its Tier 3
emissions rule, which cuts the sulfur content in gasoline, annualized regulatory costs
exceeded benefits. The estimated annualized benefits of Tier 3, $12.3 billion, now represent
almost 60 percent of quantified benefits in 2014.

To get a better picture of regulatory costs in 2014, the $56.4 billion published amount
represents a per person burden of $178. If regulators do indeed keep their current pace,
there will be $169 billion in burdens, or $533 per person. In addition, the White House is
currently reviewing 19 “economically significant” regulations, including expensive and
redundant vending machine rules and greenhouse gas regulations for stationary sources,
which promise to impose high costs.

It’s clear that there will be no election year slowdown for the administration. The President
has just under 1,000 days left in his term and 2014 will be a “Year of Action,” at least for
regulation.  

http://americanactionforum.aaf.rededge.com/rodeo-database
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eA8uhI3L2S4
http://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=123943
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/white-house-delayed-enacting-rules-ahead-of-2012-election-to-avoid-controversy/2013/12/14/7885a494-561a-11e3-ba82-16ed03681809_story.html
https://www.americanactionforum.org/insights/no-midnight-after-this-election
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/02/08/president-said-2014-will-be-year-action-heres-what-happened-next

