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What policies would President Obama implement in a second term?  On regulatory policy, it’s clear, major rules are already at the 
White House waiting final approval. The White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) is currently reviewing 24 
“economically significant” regulations (rules that have an impact of $100 million or more on the economy).  

New analysis today from the American Action Forum found that these 24 “economically significant” regulations could cost the 
economy at least $22.1 billion in costs and more than 2.6 million paperwork burden hours. What’s more, just one proposed rule from 
the Department of Labor could even “disemploy” (an economic term that exists only in this Department of Labor proposal) thousands 
of employees, and according to administration estimates, cause a deadweight loss in certain labor markets.
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Representative Tim Griffin has authored legislation, the Regulatory Freeze for Jobs Act, H.R. 4078, to prevent these pending 
regulatory threats from enactment. The bill would prohibit federal agencies from issuing economically significant regulations (an AMERICANACTIONFORUM.ORG



impact of $100 million or more) until the unemployment rate falls to 6 percent or less.  The unemployment rate currently stands at 8.2 
percent.  The rate has been higher than 8 percent since February, 2009.

Highlights of a possible regulatory moratorium include:

Regulations on Tap

Regulation Review Started Cost Paperwork Hours

Tier 3 Fuel Standards N/A $8 Billion N/A

Crystalline Silica 2/14/2011 $5.5 billion N/A

Vehicle Rearview Cameras 11/16/2011 $2.7 billion 42

Foreign Food Suppliers 11/28/2011 $1.08 billion N/A

Energy Standards, Fridge 2/17/2012 $876 million              N/A

Energy Standards, Coolers 9/23/2011 $876 million N/A

Energy Standards, Halide 1/17/2012 $876 million N/A

Energy Standards, Housing 12/21/2011 $876 million N/A

Unique Device ID 7/11/2011 $588.6 million 1,249,358

New Refinery Standards 2/3/2012 $460 million 54,572

EPA Fracking Rule 3/2/2012 $233.8 million 384,866

School Lunch Standards 3/8/2012 $70 million N/A

“Companion” Exception N/A $27.28 million 988,778

Sound for Hybrid Vehicles 5/10/2012 Economically Significant              N/A

Total: $22.16 billion Total: 2,677,616
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http://www.api.org/news-and-media/news/newsitems/2012/feb-2012/~/media/Files/News/2011/110715_LowerSulfur_LowerRVP_Final.ashx
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/assets/oira_1218/1218_08022011-1a.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/a/2010-30353/p-729
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2012-16621.pdf
http://americanactionforum.org/topic/regulation-review-epa-refinery-rule
http://www.epa.gov/airquality/oilandgas/pdfs/20120417finalrule.pdf
http://cbo.gov/sites/default/files/cbofiles/ftpdocs/114xx/doc11451/healthyhungerfreekidsact.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2011/12/27/2011-32657/application-of-the-fair-labor-standards-act-to-domestic-service

