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In new research, Labor Policy Analyst |sabella Hindley considers the link between the rise in synthetic opioid
use and the 6.3 million missing from the U.S. workforce.

Key findings:

e Thisstudy estimates that the loss of at least 1.3 million of the 6.3 million missing workers
may be attributable to the ongoing opioid epidemic.

e Therise of synthetic opioid use increased overall opioid overdose fatalities by more than 200
percent between 2013 and 2021.

e |t also contributes to lower worker productivity, increased worker absenteeism, increased job
openings through employee turnover, and a reduced labor supply.

e Theloss of more than 1.3 million workers due to opioid use indicates a cumulative loss of 7
billion work hours and $526.1 billion in reduced real output supply between 2013 and 2021.
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