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This week, the American Action Forum (AAF) launched five years of research: Reg Rodeo. The online database 
contains information on every federal rule with a quantifiable cost or paperwork burden since 2008. Users can 
search federal rules by the affected industry, agency, or by law (Affordable Care Act or Dodd-Frank). If users 
really know their stuff, there is a function to type in the name of the regulation to return a result.

For the most recent data (this week), regulators published more than $1 billion in total costs, $5 billion in 
benefits, and 2.4 million paperwork burden hours. A pair of Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) rules 
implementing Dodd-Frank and an EPA rule on furnaces led the week.                        

REGULATORY TOPLINES

New Proposed Rules: 39

New Final Rules: 68

2015 Significant Documents: 842

2015 Total Pages of Regulation: 15,146

2015 Proposed Rules: $15.6 Billion

2015 Final Rules: $16 Billion

AAF has catalogued regulations according to their codification in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). The 
CFR is organized into 50 titles, with each title corresponding to an industry or part of government. This 
snapshot will help to determine which sectors of the economy receive the highest number of regulatory actions.
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SEC published a pair of rules governing security-based swap repositories. Combined, they will impose total 
costs of $843 million and generate more than two million paperwork burden hours, according to the convoluted 
cost-benefit analysis that SEC released.

EPA finalized a rule for “Hydronic Heaters and Forced-Air Furnaces.” Although its annual costs do not rise 
above $100 million annually, denoting “economically significant” status, the lifetime costs of the measure could 
eclipse $180 million. EPA does note that benefits, $5 billion, greatly exceed costs.
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Since passage, based on total lifetime costs of the regulations, the Affordable Care Act has imposed costs of 
$43.8 billion in state and private-sector burdens and 163.5 million annual paperwork hours.

DODD-FRANK

Click here to view the total estimated revised costs from Dodd-Frank; since passage, the legislation has 
produced more than 65.6 million paperwork burden hours and imposed $33.3 billion in direct compliance costs. 
Based on calculations from the Financial Services Roundtable, Dodd-Frank regulations would require 32,826 
employees to file federal paperwork.

A NOTE ON PAPERWORK

This week federal agencies published 543 notices. The Office of Management and Budget approved 81 
paperwork requirements, decreasing the total paperwork burden by 9.3 million hours.

There was one major change in paperwork burdens, which is defined as an hourly burden increase or decrease 
of 500,000 hours or greater. The SEC cut 9.2 million hours of paperwork, while HHS added 433,000 hours.

TOTAL BURDENS

Since January 1, the federal government has published $31.6 billion in compliance costs and has imposed 15.9 
million in net paperwork burden hours. Click here for our new comprehensive database of regulations and 
rulemakings promulgated from 2008 to 2015.

AMERICANACTIONFORUM.ORG

http://www.regrodeo.com/
http://www.regrodeo.com/
http://www.fsround.org/fsr/dodd_frank/dodd-frank-burden.asp
http://www.regrodeo.com/

