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Of all the anomalies and mysteries that plague the American health care system, researchers are especially 
vexed by the wide geographic variation in health care costs.[1] The disparate spending, which does not tend to 
correlate with better outcomes, has significant implications for public health care programs attempting manage 
benefits and control spending, but also for individuals signing up for insurance through the Health Insurance 
Marketplace. State and county lines frequently demarcate substantial differences in the individual market 
insurance premiums.  The map below demonstrates the differences of benchmark Silver plan premiums offered 
to a 40-year old across the US. [2]
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